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Description 

[0001] The present Invention relates to a container for 
wetted tissues and more particularly to such a container 
having a movable lid member so improved that it can be s 
automatically opened by one-touch operation. 
[0002] Conventional containers for wetted tissues 
comprise, for example, a body of the container made of 
a synthetic resin material constructed so that wetted tis- 
sues for cleaning a user's skin can be picked out one by f 0 
one from a stack of wetted tissues packed therein and 
a lid made of synthetic resin adapted to fit on the body 
to cover its upper opening. The lid comprises a station- 
ary lid member directly fitting on the upper opening of 
the body and a movable lid member h aving its base end 15 
hinged to one side end of an opening formed substan- 
tially In a central zone of the stationary lid member 
through which wetted tissues will be picked out one by 
one for selectively opening or closing the opening. Be- 
tween the movable lid member and the stationary lid 
member, there is provided a snap-locking means by 
which the movable lid member is snap-locked to the sta- 
tionary lid member as the movable lid member is closed 
and this means may be operated by a user to release 
the snap-locking. 

[0003] However, the above-mentioned well known 
container has been inconvenient in that the snap-lock- 
ing can not be released by one-touch operation or if the 
snap-locking can be released, a user is required to pinch 
the movable lid member between the user's fingers. 
[0004] EP-A-0355391 discloses a container for wet- 
ted tissues having a body for containing the tissues with 
an upper opening closed by a fixed stationary lid mem- 
ber to which a moveable lid member is hinged. The up- 
per surface of the stationary lid member has an annular 
wall defining a central surface region having an opening 
through which the wetted tissues can be picked out of 
the container. The movable lid member, when closed, 
covers the whole of the stationary lid member and has 
an annular wall on its inner surface which fits over the 
annular wall of the stationary lid member. 
[0005] in view of the problem as mentioned above, it 
is a principal object of the invention to provide a contain- 
er for wetted tissues constructed so that the movable lid 
member can be automatically opened. 
[0006] According to the invention, there is provided a 
container for wetted tissues comprising: 

a container body having a first opening on an upper 
side thereof through which a stack of wetted tissues 
is packed thereinto; 

a stationary lid member including an outer periphery 
fitted on said first opening, a first upper surface re- 
gion defined by said outer periphery and a first pe- 
ripheral edge, a second upper surface region de- 
fined by said first peripheral edge, and a second 
opening formed in said second upper surface re- 
gion substantially at a central zone thereof through 



which wetted tissues are picked out; 
a movable lid member including a second peripher- 
al edge projecting from an inner surface thereof so 
as to fit on said stationary lid member thereby to 
define a space between said second upper surface 
region of said stationary lid member and said inner 
surface of said movable lid member, having spaced 
apart front and rear edges and being hinged to said 
stationary lid member; 

said container body, said stationary lid member and 
said movable lid member each being molded from 
a suitable synthetic resin material; and 

characterized in that: 

said outer periphery of said stationary lid member 
is a locking periphery adapted for detachably and 
seatably fitting on said first opening; 
said first peripheral edge has spaced apart front, 
rear and side edges and said movable lid member 
is hinged to said stationary lid member adjacent 
said rear edge, said second peripheral edge being 
adapted to fit on said first peripheral edge; 
an elastic strip made of a nonmetallic material nor- 
mally biasing said movable lid member to be 
opened extends across said rear edge of said sta- 
tionary and movable lid members and is held be- 
tween said second upper surface region and said 
inner surface of said movable lid member wherein 
said elastic strip is at least partially curved and 
charged with an elastic energy within said space as 
said movable lid member is closed; 
a locking projection is provided on at least one of 
said front edges of said stationary and movable lid 
members opposed to each other upon closure of 
said movable fid member so that they can be de- 
tachably engaged with each other; and 
said first upper surface region is provided adjacent 
said locking projection with an elastically deforma- 
ble depressor means serving to release said en- 
gagement of said locking projection. 

[0007] According to the invention, the depression of 
the depressor means by a user's finger causes at least 
one of the depressor means and a region in proximity 
thereof to be elastically deformed and thereby the mov- 
able lid member which has been held by the locking pro- 
jection in its closed state to be easily released where- 
upon the movable lid member is automatically opened 
under the elastic force of the elastic strip about the 
hinged portion. With the movable lid member having 
been opened in this manner, it is possible to pick out the 
wetted tissues through the opening of the stationary Hd 
member. After picking out the wetted tissues, the mov- 
able lid member may be closed against the elastic force 
of the elastic strip to assure that the elastically deform- 
abte portion is elastically deformed again and the lock- 
ing projection comes again in engagement with the por- 
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tion opposed thereto, i.e., at least one of the front edge 
of the stationary fid member and the front edge of the 
movable lid member opposed to each other so as to hold 
the movable lid member closed. 

[0008] As the movable fid membe r Is closed, the elas- 5 
tic strip Is curved preferably generally In a U-shape or 
O-shape and charged with an elastic energy within the 
space defined between the stationary lid member and 
the movable lid member so that the movable lid member 
can be automatically opened even If the elastic strip it- io 
self is made having a relatively tow elasticity such as 
rubber. The effectiveness of the elastic strip to open the 
movable lid member is made further reliable by, in ad- 
dition of said energy charging, placement of a working 
point at which the elastic strip acts upon the movable lid * 5 
member at a predetermined distance from the hinged 
portion of the movable lid member toward the front edge 
of this lid member as adopted in the embodiment of the 
invention. The elastic strip is curved in a relatively nat- 
ural shape within the space, so there is no apprehension 
that the elastic strip might become fatigued due to rela- 
tively high frequency at which the movable lid member 
is opened and closed or closure of the movable lid mem- 
ber lasting for a relatively long period might generate a 
permanent distortion in the elastic strip and thereby re- 25 
duce Its elastic force. Such advantage is made further 
effective by defining between the stationary lid member 
and the movable lid member a recess deeper than the 
space adapted to receive the elastic strip in its naturally 
curved state. In addition, according to the embodiment 
of the invention, the elastic strip can be effectively fixed 
by fixing one end alone to the movable lid member or 
the stationary lid member, preferably to the movable lid 
member, so mounting of the elastic strip is facilitated. 
[0009] While engagement between the stationary lid 35 
member and the movable Hd member by means of the 
locking projection is easily released under the elastic de- 
formation of at least one of the depressor means or the 
region in the proximity thereof by depressing the depres- 
sor means by a user's finger, such engagement between 
the stationary lid member and the movable lid member 
can be more easily released by depressing the depres- 
sor means by a user's finger by forming the movable lid 
member from material which is elastically deformed 
more easily then the material for the stationary lid mem- «5 
ber and/or forming the depressor means and at least the 
region surrounding it so as to be most easily deformed. 
[001 OJ The other advantages will be apparent from 
the following description. 

[0011] The Invention will now be described by way of so 
example with reference to some of the accompanying 
drawings, in which:- 

Rg. 1 is a perspective view showing a container for 
wetted tissues according to an embodiment of the 55 
invention with its lid being separated from its body 
and a movable lid member forming a part of the lid 
being opened; 



Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the container shown 
by Fig. 1 with its lid fitted on its body; 
Fig. 3A is a fragmentary sectional view of the con- 
tainer showing a hinged portion by which the mov- 
able lid member is rotatably connected to a station- 
ary lid member also forming a part of the lid, as well 
as a manner in which an elastic strip is fixed to the 
stationary lid member; 

Fig. 3B is a sectional side view taken along a line 
A-A in Fig. 2, showing a mechanism for locking the 
movable lid member and stationary lid member to- 
gether with the members in the interlocked position; 
Fig. 3C is a view similar to Fig. 3B, showing the 
mechanism with the movable and stationary lid 
members having been unlocked from each other; 
Figs. 4A through 4F are perspective views exem- 
plariiy showing various configurations of the elastic 
strip; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the lid, showing an 
alternative embodiment of the hinged portion by 
which the movable lid member Is rotatably connect- 
ed to the stationary lid member; 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing an alternative 
embodiment of the elastic strip; 
Fig. 7 is a sectional side view showing the elastic 
strip curved after the movable lid member has been 
closed; 

Fig. 8 is a plan view corresponding to Fig. 6; 
Fig. 9A is a perspective view showing an alternative 
manner in which the elastic strip is fixed to the sta- 
tionary lid member; 

Fig. 9B is a sectional side view showing the elastic 
strip of Fig. 9A with it fixed to the stationary lid mem- 
ber; 

Fig. 1 0A is a perspective view exemplarily showing 
a depressor means used to lock or unlock the mov- 
able lid member relative to the stationary lid mem- 
ber; 

Fig. 1 0B is a sectional view taken along a line B-B 
in Fig. 10A; 

Fig. 10C Is a perspective view of a depressor mem- 
ber; 

Fig. 11 A is a perspective view showing an alterna- 
tive embodiment of the depressor means; 
Fig. 11 B is a sectional view taken along a line C-C 
in Fig. 11 A, showing a manner in which the movable 
lid member is opened by operating the depressor 
member; 

Fig. 11 C is a perspective view showing an inside of 
the depressor member; 

Figs. 1 2A through 1 2G are sectional views showing 
various sectional configurations possibly presented 
by an opening of the stationary lid member through 
which the wetted tissues are successively picked 
out from a stack thereof packed In the container, 
which are not part of the invention as claimed; 
Figs. 13A through 13H are plan views showing var- 
ious plane configurations possibly presented by the 
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opening, which are not part of the invention as 
claimed; 

Fig. 14 is a perspective view of a container in ac- 
cordance with an alternative embodiment of the in- 
vention with Its lid separated from its body and the 
movable lid member forming a part of the lid being 
opened; 

Fig. 1 5 is a plan view showing the inside of the mov- 
able lid member in the embodiment shown by Fig. 
14; 

Fig. 16 is a plan view showing an upper surface of 
the stationary lid member in the embodiment shown 
by Rg. 14; 

Fig. 1 7 is a plan view showing a portion of the elastic 
strip fixed to the stationary lid member in the em- 
bodiment shown by Fig. 14; 
Fig. 18 is a sectional view of the portion shown by 
Rg. 17; 

Rg. 19 is a sectional view showing, in an enlarged 
scale, an alternative embodiment of the mechanism 
for locking the movable Dd member and the station- 
ary fid member together; 

Fig. 20 is a sectional view showing the elastic strip 
curved after the movable lid member has been 
closed in the embodiment shown by Fig. 14, 
Rg. 21 A is a sectional view showing a manner in 
which the wetted tissues are folded and stacked 
within a sealed bag, which is not part of the inven- 
tion as claimed; and 

Fig. 21 B is a schematic diagram illustrating an al- 
ternative manner in which the wetted tissues are 
folded and stacked, which is not part of the invention 
as claimed. 

[0012] Referring to Rgs. 1 through 3, a container 10 
comprises a container body 11 , an upper opening 11a 
and a flange 12 extending along an outer peripheral 
edge of the opening 1 1 a, and a lid 20 covering the open- 
ing 11a. The body 11 Is made from a suitable synthetic 
resin material in a generally rectangular parallelepiped 
and contains therein a stack of wetted tissues as will be 
described later. The lid 20 comprises a stationary lid 
member 21 and a movable lid member 23 both made of 
a suitable synthetic resin material. 
[0013] The stationary lid member 21 includes an outer 
locking periphery 34 provided with circumferentlally ex- 
tending projections 34b, 54{Rg. 3B) adapted to be dls- 
engageabty engaged with the flange 12, a generally U- 
shaped first upper surface region 33 whose outer border 
extends along its majority just above the outer locking 
periphery 34, a second upper surface region 27 defined 
by a generally U-shaped inner edge 28 of the first upper 
surface region 33 as well as a stepped surface lower 
than the region 33 and placed aside toward a rear end 
34a of the lid 20, an annular wall 29 formed substantially 
in a central region of the surface region 27 and an open- 
ing 24 defined substantially in a central region of the wall 
29 by a rising peripheral edge 24a which is substantially 



concentric with the annular wall 29. 
[0014] The movable lid member 23 has its rear edge 
integrally connected by a hinged portion 22 to the rear 
edge 34a of the stationary member 21, a peripheral 

5 edge 23a projecting toward the second upper surface 
region 27 so as to be engaged with the peripheral edge 
28 of the stationary lid member 21, an annular wall 35 
formed on an inner surface of the lid member 23 so as 
to be tightly engaged with the annular wall 29 of the sta- 
ff tionary lid member 21, and a locking projection 32 
formed on a free end of the movable lid member 23 as 
will be described later In more detail. 
[0015] The stationary lid member 31 is molded from 
a suitable soft polypropylene material and has a module 

15 of bending elasticity preferably of 5,000 to 11,000kg/ 
cm 2 , more preferably of S^OOkg/cm 2 as determined ac- 
cording to JIS K6758. Suitable materials include, for ex- 
ample, MD 770H supplied from Shown Denko K.K.. The 
movable lid member 23 is molded from a relatively hard 

20 polypropylene material and has a module of bending 
elasticity preferably of 12,000 to IS.OOOkg/cm 2 , more 
preferably of 1 5,300kg/cm2 as determined according to 
JIS K6758. Suitable materials should have Melt Flow 
Rate of 56g/10min as determined according to JIS 

25 K6758 and include, for example, J-6071 HP supplied 
from Wemitsu Sek'ryukagaku K.K. The stationary lid 
member 21 as well as the movable lid member 23 may 
be molded not only from a polypropylene material but 
also from other suitable materials such as polyethylene, 

30 polystyrene, acrylonitril butadiene styren, polyester, pol- 
yvinile chloride, polycarbonate or elastomer. Obviously, 
the body 11 may be also molded from any one of the 
previously mentioned materials. 
[001 6] A pair of elastic strips 50 extend across the rear 

35 edges of the stationary lid member 21 and the movable 
lid member 23 and each of these elastic strips 50 is fixed 
at its one end by a caulking means 51 to the second 
upper surface region 27 with a free end of the elastic 
strips 50 being pressed against the inner surface of the 

40 movable fid member 23. Accordingly, the movable lid 
member 23 is normally biased by the elastic strip 50 to 
be opened. The caulking means 51 comprises, as will 
be understood from Rg. 3A, a projection 51 a formed on 
the second upper surface region 27, extending through 

45 an opening 50a formed In one end of each elastic strip 
50 and having its upper end deformed under heating 
treatment into a screw-head shape. It should be under- 
stood that the elastic strip 50 may have its fixed end 
placed on the inner surface of the movable lid member 

50 23 rather than on the inner surface of the stationary lid 
member 21 and the number of the elastic strips is not 
limited to one pair so far as the number is plural. 
[001 7] The elastic strip 50 may be molded from rubber 
or synthetic resin materials having a rubber elasticity 

55 such as silicone rubber, chloroprene rubber, butadiene 
rubber, urethane rubber, ethylene-propylene copolymer 
or natural rubber, preferably having a hardness of 40? 
to 70° as determined by the physical test of vulcanizate 
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according to JIS K6301 -1975 and a thickness of 1 .5 to 
3.0mm. Such elastic strip 50 may be obtained by com- 
pression molding, extrusion or injection molding and 
may have its front and/or rear surface embossed, if de- 
sired. The elastic strip 50 may be flat and have a rec- 
tangular cross section as shown by Fig. 4A; longitudi- 
nally curved and have a cross-section as shown by Figs. 
4B and 4C; transversely curved and have a rectangular 
cross-section as shown by Fig. 4D; have a semicircular 
cross-section as shown by Fig. 4E; or have a circular 
cross-section as shown by Fig. 4F. 
[0018] Referring again to Figs. 1 , 2, 3B and 3C, the 
first upper surface region 33 of the stationary lid member 
21 is provided with a depressor means 52 having a thin- 
walled portion 53 so that the locking projection 32 on the 
movable lid member 23 is opposed to this depressor 
means 52 as the movable lid member 23 is closed, and 
the first peripheral edge 28 of the stationary lid member 
21 is provided at a position opposed to the locking pro- 
jection 23 with a locking projection 52a adapted to be 
disengageably engaged with the locking projection 32. 
As the movable lid member 23 held by a user's fingers 
is pivotably rotated down about the hinged portion 22 
onto the second upper surface region 27 against the 
elasticity of the elastic strips 50, the locking projection 
32 strikes the locking projection 52a from above, elas- 
tically deforms the depressor means 52 and its proximity 
until the locking projection 32 can clear the locking pro- 
jection 52a downward, whereupon the elastically de- 
formed portion Is restored to its original state and simul- 
taneously the locking projection 32 is snap-engaged 
with the locking projection 52a. When, from such en- 
gaged state, a user's finger depresses the depressor 
means 52 from above, the depressor means 52 and its 
proximity bordered by the thin-waited portion 53 is elas- 
tically deformed so as to release the mutual engage- 
ment of the locking projections 32, 52a. 
[00191 As will be understood from Fig. 1 , during clo- 
sure of the movable lid member 23, the elastic strips 50 
are maintained to be curved generally in U-shapes, re- 
spectively, against their own elasticity within a space de- 
fined between the respective inner surfaces of the sec- 
ond upper surface region 27 and the movable lid mem- 
ber 23, I.e., these elastic strips 50 are charged with a 
sufficient elastic energy to automatically open the mov- 
able ltd member 23 under the elasticity of the elastic 
strips 50 as soon as the locking projection 32 is disen- 
gaged from the locking projection 52a in the manner as 
has previously been described. 
[0020] Fig. 5 shows a case in which a hinged portion 
is provided separately of the stationary ltd member 21 
as well as the movable Hd member 23. According to this 
embodiment, the movable rid member 23 is molded in- 
dependently of the stationary lid member 21 so as to be 
hinged to the stationary lid member 21 by means of a 
pivot pin 37. The separate provision of these lid mem- 
bers in this manner is advantageous in that not only the 
lid 23 can be easily folded but also the hinged portion 



will be relatively durable. 

[0021] Referring to Figs. 6 through 8, an alternative 
embodiment of the elastic strip 50 is shown, in which a 
recess 27a Is formed between the rear edge of the first 

5 uppersurface region 33 and the rear edge of the second 
upper surface region 27 and the inner surface of the 
movable lid member 23 is formed with a generally U- 
shaped retainer 23b. The inner surface of the movable 
lid member 23 defined by the retainer 23b Is defined by 

10 a radius of curvature selected to provide a gentle cur- 
vature and the respective free ends of the elastic strips 
are pressed against this curved surface. The curved sur- 
face defined by such radius provides a space within 
which the elastic strips 50 can be smoothly curved gen- 

« orally In U-shapes and charged with the desired elastic 
energy as the movable lid member 23 Is closed. 
[0022] Fig. 9 shows yet another embodiment of the 
elastic strip 50, in which the second upper surface re- 
gion 27 of the stationary lid member 21 is formed with 

20 a covering strip 65 defining a channel between the cov- 
ering plate 65 and the second upper surface region 27 
so that one end of the elastic strip 50 is fixedly inserted 
into the channel. Alternatively, the elastic strip 50 may 
be insertion-molded simultaneously with molding of the 

25 stationary lid member 21 so that the elastic strip 50 may 
be fixed in the channel. 

[0023] Fig. 10 shows an alternative embodiment of 
the depressor means 52 which may be operated by a 
user's finger to open or close the movable lid member 

30 23, in which the depressor member 52A, Is formed from 
an elastically deformable synthetic resin material sepa- 
rately of the stationary lid member 21 while the movable 
lid member 23 partially extends outward beyond the first 
peripheral edge 28 of the stationary lid member 21 to 

35 an outer side surface of the stationary lid member 21 . 
This extension and the depressor member 52A are re- 
ceived in a recess 21b formed to extend from the first 
upper surface region 33 to an outer surface of the outer 
locking periphery 34. The depressor member 52A in- 

40 eludes a locking projection 55 destined to be engaged 
with a locking projection 32 of the movable lid member 
23 and a leg portion 56 undetachabty fixed by a retainer 
projection 21a formed on the outer surface of the sta- 
tionary lid member 21. This depressor member 52A is 

45 elastically deformed as it is depressed by a user's finger 
and thereupon the engagement Is released. 
[0024] Fig. 11 shows still another embodiment of the 
depressor means 52 which may be operated by a user's 
finger to open or close the movable Hd member 23, In 

so which a depressor member 52B is molded from a suit- 
able synthetic resin material separately of the stationary 
lid member 21 and received in the recess 21c formed to 
extend from the first upper surface region 33 to the outer 
surface of the outer locking periphery 34. The depressor 

55 member 52B includes a locking projection 57 destined 
to be engaged with the locking projection 32, a leg por- 
tion 58 bearing against the recessed surface 21c, a 
bearing 59 supported by a pivot pin 61 extending across 
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the recess 21c and leaf springs 62 pressed against the 
inner surface of the recess 21c. 
[0025] As the movable lid member 23 is closed by a 
user's depressing operation, the depressor member 
52B is counterclockwise rotated, causing the locking 
projection 32 to dear the locking projection 57 and then 
to engage the latter from below, whereupon the depres- 
sor member 52B is forcibly pivoted counterclockwise 
and the leaf springs 62 are depressed with the leg por- 
tion 58 being slightly lifted off from the recessed surface 
21c. The depressor member 52B is clockwise pivoted 
as It is depressed by a user's finger against the elastic 
force of the leaf springs 62, and consequently said en- 
gagement is released. As wHI be apparent from this em- 
bodiment, the herein used term "elastic deformation of 
the depressor means" should be understood to include, 
in addition to elastic deformation occurring In the de- 
pressor means or depressor member itself, change in 
its posture under the effect of the leaf springs operative ly 
associated with the depressor means or depressor 
member. 

[0026] Fig. 1 2 shows various sectional configurations 
possibly presented by the opening 24 through which the 
wetted tissues will be successively picked out. Referring 
to Fig. 12A, the peripheral edge 24a defining the open- 
ing 24 has its inner surface 25 which presents a circular 
arc as viewed in its sectional view and its radius is at 
least of Imm, preferably of 2 to 1 0mm or may gradually 
vary. Such sectional configuration allows the wetted tis- 
sues to be smoothly picked out through the opening 24 
along the inner peripheral surface 25 thereof. Openings 
24 having other sectional configurations are shown 
shown by Figs. 12B through 12G. For example, the inner 
peripheral surface 25a of the opening 24 shown by Ftg. 
12G presents a fiat slope instead of the circular arc as 
viewed in its sectional view. 

[0027] Fig. 13 shows various plane configurations 
possibly presented by the opening 24. While the specific 
embodiment shown by Fig. 1 adopts the opening 24 
having an elliptical plane configuration, those shown by 
Figs. 13A through 13H may be also employed. These 
conf igurations are characterized by a plurality of tongue 
portions 26 extend into the opening 24 and the periph- 
eral edge 24a of the opening 24 is partially formed by 
respective edges 26a of these tongue portions 26. 
[0028] Rgs. 14 through 20 show a particularly pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention. It should be under- 
stood that the parts similar to those in the embodiment 
shown by Figs. 1 through 11 are designated by similar 
reference numerals and description thereof will be sim- 
plified in order to minimize repetition of description. 
[0029] According to this embodiment, the stationary 
lid member 21 and the movable lid member 23 are mold- 
ed separately of each other. The stationary lid member 
21 includes the first upper surface region 33 the outer 
border of which extends above the entire outer locking 
periphery 34 of the lid 21 , the second upper surface re- 
gion 27 and a third upper surface region 27a defined by 



a peripheral edge 86 between the second upper surface 
region 27 and the opening 24 at a level lower than the 
second upper surface region 27. The stationary lid 
member 21 further includes a first recess 75 formed In 

5 the second upper surface region 27 at a transverse mid- 
dle of the stationary lid member 21 between the rear 
edge 34a and a portion of the peripheral edge 86 op- 
posed to the rear edge 34a, a second recess 78 which 
is larger than the recess 75 and defined between this 

10 recess 75 and the peripheral edge 86, a locking projec- 
tion 79 formed on the peripheral edge 28 at a location 
opposed to the locking projection 32 and destined to be 
engaged with the locking projection 32, and a depressor 
means 80 provided in the form of a recess in the first 

15 upper surface region 33 adjacent the locking projection 
79. A portion of the peripheral edge 28 in the proximity 
of the locking projection 79 as well as the depressor 
means 80 are formed to be thinner than the rest of the 
peripheral edge 28 and the first upper surface region 33 

20 so that their elastic deformation may be facilitated. The 
movable lid member 23 additionally includes a periph- 
eral edge 23a projecting toward the second upper sur- 
face region 27 so as to be closely engaged with the en- 
tire peripheral edge 28, an annular wall 85 projecting 

25 from the inner surface of the movable lid member 23 so 
as to be closely engaged with the peripheral edge 86, 
and a retainer means 76 serving to retain one end of the 
elastic strip 50. A region 32a surrounding the locking 
projection 32 is formed to be thinner than the peripheral 

30 edge 23a In order to facilitate a desired elastic deforma- 
tion. The movable lid member 23 constructed as de- 
scribed above is hinged to the stationary Hd member 21 
by a means of pins 77a formed by projections 77 on the 
rear edge of the movable lid member 23 rotatably sup- 

35 ported by bearings 77b formed on the inner edge of the 
first upper surface region 33 adjacent the rear edge 34a 
of the stationary lid member 21 . 
[0030] As will be apparent from Fig. 17 the retainer 
means 76 is located at a predetermined distance from 

40 the rear edge toward the front edge of the movable lid 
member 23 and comprises a covering plate 76a provid- 
ed at a predetermined distance from the rear edge to- 
ward the annular wall 85 of the movable lid member 23, 
a projection 76b provided on the inner surface of the 

45 covering plate 76a along Its transversely middle line, op- 
posite side walls 76c extending longitudinally of the 
movable lid member 23, a cylindrical projection 81 ex- 
tending from the inner surface of the movable lid mem- 
ber 23 and fitting on the projection 76b so as to define 

50 a retaining pin, and opposite side wails 82 projecting 
from the Inner surface of the movable lid member 23 so 
as to be closely engaged with respective inner surfaces 
of the opposite side walls 76c. The elastic strip 50 has 
its one end inserted into the retainer means 76 with an 

55 opening 50a formed in the one end fitting on the cylin- 
drical projection 81 and its free end 50b inserted Into the 
first recess 75 of the stationary lid member 21 . The elas- 
tic strip 50 is demensioned so that an intermediate por- 
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tion 50c extending between the opening 50a and the 
free end 50b may be slightly curved in such inserted 
state(Fig. 1 4) and, after the movable lid member 23 has 
been closed, the elastic strip 50 is charged with an elas- 
tic energy by being curved in generally fl-shape away 
from the hinged portion between the stationary lid mem- 
ber 21 and the rear edge of the movable iid member 23 
with the intermediate portion 50c being smoothly re- 
ceived by the second recess 78. 
[0031] Referring to Figs. 14 and 19, the locking pro- 
jection 32 of the movable iid member 23 clears the lock- 
ing projection 79 of the stationary lid member 21 and 
engages the latter from below as the movable lid mem- 
ber 23 is closed by a user's finger, during which the re- 
gion in the proximity of the locking projection 32 as well 
as the region in the proximity of the locking projection 
79 are elasticatly deformed to facilitate the locking pro- 
jection 32 to clear the locking projection 79 and, after 
such clearing has been completed, those regions elas- 
tically restore their original states so as to make the en- 
gagement reliable. Upon depression of the depressor 
means 80 by a user's finger, the locking projection 79 
clears the locking projection 32 from above and thereby 
the engagement is released. Clearing for such release 
is also facilitated by the elastic deformation. 
[00321 Referring to Fig. 19, engagement as well as 
disengagement of the locking projections 32, 79 can be 
facilitated by dimensioning the locking projection 79 to 
have a height of approximately 1 .0mm and configurating 
their surfaces along which they are slidabty moved to 
present circular arcs or slopes. Engagement as well as 
disengagement assisted with elastic deformation and 
restoration occurring in the intermediate portion 80a ex- 
tending between the locking projection 79 and the de- 
pressor means 80 can be further easily and reliably 
achieved by forming the Intermediate portion 80a to 
present a curvature defined by a radius of approximately 
1 .2mm. Also in the embodiment shown by Fig. 1 4, those 
two locking projections can be smoothly engaged with 
and disengaged from each other, since the stationary 
lid member 21 is molded from the synthetic resin mate- 
rial which Is elastically deformed more easily than the 
synthetic resin material from which the movable lid 
member 23 is molded. 

[0033] Referring to Rg. 21 A, a stack of wetted tissues 
41 is packed in a sealed bag 40 made of a soft synthetic 
resin sheet Each of wetted tissues 41 is folded along a 
folding line 42 generally in two. Each of wetted tissues 
41 thus folded in two has its lower half 41 b inserted be- 
tween an upper half 41 a of the underlying one of wetted 
tissues 41 and an upper half 41 a of the next underlying 
one of wetted tissues 41. In this manner, the lower half 
41 b of the sheet picked out by a user from the stack of 
wetted tissues 41 pulls up the upper half 41 a of the un- 
derlying one of wetted tissues 41. The wetted tissues 
41 may be folded and stacked in any manner so far as 
they can be picked out one by one, for example, in a 
manner as shown by Fig. 21 B. The sealed bag 40 is 



formed in its top with an opening 40a through which the 
wetted tissues are picked out one by one and this open- 
ing 40a is sealed with a cover sheet 45 destined to be 
separated from the bag 40 in actual use thereof. Wetted 

s tissues are made of fibrous materials such as nonwoven 
fabric, paper or gauze or foamed sheet and Immersed 
with skin lotion, milky lotion and/or the other humectant 
containing germicide, sterilizer, detergent or the like. 
[0034] Wetted tissues 41 thus stacked within the 

to sealed bag 40 are packed into the container body 11 
with the opening 40a of the bag 40 being opened by sep- 
arating the cover sheet 45 so that one end of the upper- 
most sheet of wetted tissues 41 can be picked out 
through the opening 24 of the stationary lid member 21 . 

15 with the movable lid member 23 being closed, the one 
end of the uppermost one of wetted tissues 41 Is ex- 
posed out of the opening 24 but there is no apprehen- 
sion that the uppermost one of wetted tissues 41 might 
be contaminated or dried from its exposed end since, 

20 for example, in the container 10 according to the em- 
bodiment shown by Fig. 1, such end of the uppermost 
one of wetted tissues 41 is protected within a space de- 
fined by the annular walls 29, 35 fitting on each other. 

25 

Claims 

1 . A container for wetted tissues comprising: 

30 a container body (11) having a first opening 

(11a) on an upper side thereof through which a 
stack of wetted tissues (41 ) is packed thereinto; 
a stationary lid member (21 ) including an outer 
periphery (34) fitted on said first opening (11a), 

35 a first upper surface region (33) defined by said 

outer periphery (34) and a first peripheral edge 
(28), a second upper surface region (27) de- 
fined by said first peripheral edge (28), and a 
second opening (24) formed In said second up- 

40 per surface region (27) substantially at a central 

zone thereof through which wetted tissues (41 ) 
are picked out; 

a movable Hd member (23) including a second 
peripheral edge (23a) projecting from an inner 

45 surface thereof so as to fit on said stationary lid 

member (21) thereby to define a space be- 
tween said second upper surface region (27) of 
said stationary lid member (21) and said inner 
surface of said movable lid member (23), hav- 

50 ing spaced apart front and rear edges and be- 

ing hinged to said stationary fid member (21); 
said container body (11), said stationary lid 
member (21 ) and said movable lid member (23) 
each being molded from a suitable synthetic 

55 resin material; and 

characterized in that: 
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said outer periphery (34) of said stationary lid 
member (21 } Is a locking periphery adapted for 
detachably and seaiabiy fitting on said first 
opening (11a); 

said first peripheral edge (28) has spaced apart 
front, rear (34a) and side edges and said mov- 
able lid member (23) is hinged to said stationary 
lid member (21 ) adjacent said rear edge (34a), 
said second peripheral edge (23a) being adapt- 
ed to fit on said first peripheral edge (28); 
an elastic strip (50) made of a nonmetallic ma- 
terial normally biasing said movable lid member 
(23) to be opened extends across said rear 
edge (34a) of said stationary and movable lid 
members (21 .23) and is held between said sec- 
ond upper surface region (27) and said inner 
surface of said movable lid member (23) where- 
in said elastic strip (50) is at least partially 
curved and charged with an elastic energy with- 
in said space as said movable lid member (23) 
is closed; 

a locking projection (32) is provided on at least 
one of said front edges of said stationary and 
movable lid members (21 ,23) opposed to each 
other upon closure of said movable lid member 
(23) so that they can be detachably engaged 
with each other; and 

said first upper surface region (33) is provided 
adjacent said locking projection (32) with an 
etasticalty deform able depressor means (52) 
serving to release said engagement of said 
locking projection (32). 

2. A container according to Claim 1 , wherein said sta- 
tionary lid member (21 ) is made of a material having 
an elastic deformability higher than the material for 
said movable lid member (23). 

3. A container according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein at 
least one of said depressor means (52) and a region 
in the proximity of said depressor means (52) are 
formed so as to be elasticalfy deformed more easily 
than the rest of said stationary lid member (21 ). 

4. A container according to Claim 3, wherein said por- 
tions formed to be eiastically deformed more easily 
than the rest is formed to be thinner than at least 
the rest of said stationary lid member (21). 

5. A container according to Claim 1 , 2, 3 or 4, wherein 
said elastic strip (50) has an end fixed to one of said 
stationary lid member (21 ) and movable fid member 
(23) and said end is at a predetermined distance 
from said hinged portion toward said front edge of 
said lid member (21 ,23) to which said end is fixed. 

6. A container according to Claim 5, wherein said fixed 
end of said elastic strip (50) is fixed by a retainer 



means comprising a covering plate (65) provided 
integrally with said lid member (21 or 23) so as to 
cover said fixed end. 

5 7. A container according to claim 5, wherein a projec- 
tion (51a) is provided on said lid member (21 or 23) 
to which said end is fixed, and an opening (50a) is 
formed in said fixed end so as to receive said pro- 
jection (51a). 

10 

8. A container according to Claim 5, 6 or 7, wherein 
said elastic strip (50) is formed to be elongate and 
having said fixed end and a free end longitudinally 
opposite to each other so that said fixed end is fixed 

is to an inner surface of said movable lid member (23) 
while said free end bears against said second upper 
surface region (27) without being fixed thereto. 

9. A container according to Claim 8, wherein said sec- 
20 ond upper surface region (27) is provided on a po- 
sition at which said free end of said elastic strip (50) 
bears against said second upper surface region 
(27) with a first recess (23b) serving to receive and 
support said free end and between said first recess 

25 (23b) and said second opening (24) with a second 
recess (27a) serving to receive a longitudinally in- 
termediate curved portion of said elastic strip (50) 
as said movable lid member (23) is closed. 

30 10. A container according to any preceding Claim, 
wherein said second upper surface region (27) is 
lower than said first upper surface region and 
formed substantially in a central zone thereof with 
a third upper surface region defined by a third pe- 
as ripheral edge (29), said third upper surface region 
being lower than said second upper surface region 
(27), and said third upper surface region is provided 
substantially in a central zone thereof with said sec- 
ond opening (24). 

40 

11. A container according to Claim 10, wherein said 
movable lid member (23) is formed on an inner sur- 
face thereof with an annular wail (35) adapted to fit 
on said third peripheral edge (29). 

45 

12. A container according to any preceding Claim, 
wherein said movable lid member (23) Is provided 
on the front edge thereof with said locking projection 
(32) as a first tacking projection (32) while said sta- 

so tionary lid member (21 ) is formed on the front edge 
thereof with a second locking projection (52a) 
adapted to be disengaged under said elastic defor- 
mation. 

55 13. A container according to Claim 12, wherein said de- 
pressor means (52) is molded as a depressor mem- 
ber (52A) separately of said stationary lid member 
(21 ) and said depressor member (52A) is supported 
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by said stationary lid member (21 ) and formed on a 
free end thereof with said second locking projection 
(55). 

14. A container according to any preceding Claim, 
wherein said elastic strip (50) is selectively made 
from any rubber or synthetic resin material. 



Paten tansprOche 

1. Behalter fur befeuchtete Tucher, umfassend: 

einen Behatterrumpf (11) mlt einer ersten Off- 
nung (11a) auf seiner Oberseite, durch die ein 
Stapel befeuchteter Tucher (41 ) in inn gepackt 
wird; 

ein stationares Deckelelement (21) mit einer 
AuBenperipherie (34), die auf der genannten 
ersten Offnung (11a) angebracht 1st, einem er- 
sten oberen Flachenbereich (33), der von der 
genannten AuBenperipherie (34) und einer er- 
sten Umfangskante (28) definiert wird, einem 
zweiten oberen Flachenbereich (27), der von 
der genannten ersten Umfangskante (28) defi- 
niert wird, und einer zweiten 6ffnung (24), die 
in dem genannten zweiten oberen Flachenbe- 
reich (27) im wesentlichen in einer zentralen 
Zone davon ausgebildet ist, durch die befeuch- 
tete Tucher (41) herausgenommen werden; 
ein bewegliches Deckelelement (23) mit einer 
zweiten Umfangskante (23a), die so von seiner 
Innenflache vorsteht, daB sie auf das genannte 
stationare Deckelelement (21 ) paBt, urn so ei- 
nen Raum zwischen dem genannten oberen 
Flachenbereich (27) des genannten stationa- 
ren Deckeletementes (21) und der genannten 
Innenflache des genannten bewegfichen Dek- 
kelelementes (23) zu deflnleren, mit voneinan- 
der beabstandeten vorderen und hinteren Kan- 
ten und klappbar mit dem genannten stationa- 
ren Deckelelement (21) verbunden; 
wobei der genannte Behaiterrumpf (11), das 
genannte stationare Deckelelement (21) und 
das genannte bewegliche Deckelelement (23) 
jeweits aus einem geeigneten K unstharzmate- 
rial geformt slnd; und 

dadurch gekennze'tchnet, daB: 

die genannte AuBenperipherie (34) des ge- 
nannten stationaren Deckeletementes (21) ei- 
ne VerschluBperipherle 1st, die fur eine losbare 
und verschlieBbare Befestigung auf der ge- 
nannten ersten Gffnung (11a) ausgestaltet 1st; 
die genannte erste Umfangskante (28) vonein- 
ander beabstandete vordere, hintere (34a) und 
seitliche Kanten hat und das genannte beweg- 



liche Deckelelement (23) klappbar mit dem ge- 
nannten stationaren Deckelelement (21 ) neben 
der genannten hinteren Kante (34a) verbunden 
ist, wobei die genannte zweite Umfangskante 

5 (23a) so ausgestaltet ist, daB sie auf die ge- 

nannte erste Umfangskante (28) paBt; 
ein elastischer Streifen (50) aus einem nicht- 
metailischen Material, der normalerweise das 
genannte bewegliche Deckelelement (23) zum 

w Offnen vorspannt, uber die genannte hintere 

Kante (34a) des genannten stationaren und be- 
weglichen Deckeielementes (21, 23) verlauft 
und zwischen dem genannten zweiten oberen 
Flachenbereich (27) und der genannten Innen- 

is fiache des genannten beweglichen Deckeiele- 

mentes (23) gehalten wird, wobei der genannte 
elastische Streifen (50) wenigstens teilweise 
gekrummt und mlt einer etastischen Energie in- 
nerhalb des genannten Raums geladen ist, 

20 wenn das genannte bewegliche Deckelele- 

ment (23) geschlossen wird; 
ein VerschluBvorsprung (32) an wenigstens ei- 
ner der genannten vorderen Kanten des ge- 
nannten stationaren und beweglichen Deckel- 

25 elementes (21, 23) vorgesehen 1st, die sich 

nach dem Senile Sen des genannten bewegli- 
chen Deckeielementes (23) einander gegen- 
Oberliegen, so daB sie Idsbar miteinander in 
Eingriff gebracht werden konnen; und 

30 der genannte erste obere Flachenbereich (33) 

neben dem genannten VerschluBvorsprung 
(32) mit einem elastisch verformbaren Nieder- 
druckmittel (52) versehen ist, das die Aufgabe 
hat, den genannten Eingriff des genannten Ver- 

35 schluBvorsp rungs (32) zu losen. 

2. Behalter nach Anspruch 1 , bei dem das genannte 
stationare Deckelelement (21) aus einem Material 
mit einer elastischen Verformbarkeit besteht, die 

40 hdher ist als bei dem Material des beweglichen 
Deckeielementes (23). 

3. Behalter nach Anspruch 1 Oder 2, bei dem wenig- 
stens das genannte Niederdruckmittel (52) Oder ein 

45 Berelch in der Nahe des genannten NiederdrQck- 
mitteis (52) so geformt ist, daB es/er leichter ela- 
stisch verformbar ist als der Rest des genannten 
stationaren Deckeielementes (21). 

so 4. BehSlter nach Anspruch 3, bei dem die genannten 
Abschnitte, die leichter elastisch verformbar sind 
als der Rest, so geformt sind, daB sie dunner sind 
als wenigstens der Rest des genannten stationaren 
Deckeielementes (21). 

55 

5. Behalter nach Anspruch 1 , 2, 3 oder 4, bei dem ein 
Ends des genannten elastischen Streifens (50) am 
genannten stationaren Deckelelement (21 ) oder am 
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bewegfichen Deckelelement (23) befestlgt 1st und 
sfch in einem vorbestimmten Abstand vom genann- 
ten Gelenkabschnitt In Richtung auf die genannte 
vordere Kante des genannten Deckelelementes 
(21, 23) befindet, an dem das genannte Ende befe- 
stigt 1st 

6. Behalter nach Anspruch 5, bei dem das genannte 
befestigte Ende des genannten elastischen Strei- 
f ens (50) mit einem HaJtemittel befestigt ist, umfas- 
send eine Abdeckplatte (65), die an das genannte 
Deckelelement (21 Oder 23) so angeformt ist, daB 
sie das genannte befestigte Ende abdeckt. 

7. Behalter nach Anspruch 5, bei dem ein Vorsprung 
(51a) an dem genannten Deckelelement (21 Oder 
23) vorgesehen 1st, an dem das genannte Ende be- 
festigt ist, und eine Offnung (50a) in dem genannten 
befestigten Ende ausgebildet ist, urn den genann- 
ten Vorsprung (51a) aufzunehmen. 

8. Behalter nach Anspruch 5, 6 Oder 7, bei dem der 
genannte elastische Streifen (50) langlich ausgebil- 
det ist, wobei das genannte befestigte Ende und ein 
freies Ende einander der Lange nach gegenOber- 
liegen, so da8 das genannte befestigte Ende an ei- 
ner Innenflache des genannten beweglichen Dek- 
kelelementes (23) befestigt 1st, wahrend das ge- 
nannte freie Ende an dem genannten zweiten obe- 
ren Flachenbereich (27) anliegt, ohne daran befe- 
stigt zu sein. 

9. Behalter nach Anspruch 8, bei dem der genannte 
zweite obere Flachenbereich (27) in einer Position, 
in der das genannte freie Ende des genannten ela- 
stischen Streifens (50) an dem genannten zweiten 
oberen Flachenbereich (27) anliegt, mit einer er- 
sten Ausnehmung (23b) versehen ist, die die Auf- 
gabe hat, das genannte freie Ende aufzunehmen 
und zu tragen, und zwischen der genannten ersten 
Ausnehmung (23b) und der genannten zweiten Cff- 
nung (24) mit einer zweiten Ausnehmung (27a) ver- 
sehen ist, die die Aufgabe hat, einen der Lange 
nach gekrOmmten Zwischenabschnitt des genann- 
ten elastischen Streifens (50) aufzunehmen, wah- 
rend das genannte bewegliche Deckelelement (23) 
geschlossen wird. 

1 0. Behalter nach einem der vorherigen Ansp ruche , bei 
dem der genannte zweite obere Flachenbereich 
(27) tiefer ist als der genannte erste obere Flachen- 
bereich und im wesentlichen in seiner mittleren Zo- 
ne mit einem dritten oberen Flachenbereich verse- 
hen 1st, der von einer dritten Umfangskante (29) de- 
finlert wlrd, wobei der genannte dritte obere Fla- 
chenbereich tiefer ist als der genannte zweite obere 
Flachenbereich (27) und der genannte dritte obere 
Flachenbereich im wesentlichen in seiner mittleren 



Zone mit der genannten zweiten Offnung (24) ver- 
sehen ist. 

11. Behalter nach Anspruch 1 0, bei dem das genannte 
5 bewegliche Deckelelement (23) auf seiner Innenfla- 
che mit einer ringformigen Wand (35) versehen ist 
die so ausgestaltet ist, daB sie auf die genannte drit- 
te Umfangskante (29) paBt 

10 1 2. Behalter nach einem der vorherigen Anspruche, bei 
dem das genannte bewegliche Deckelelement (23) 
an seiner vorderen Kante mit dem genannten Ver- 
schluBvorsprung (32) als ein erster VerschluBvor- 
sprung (32) versehen ist, wahrend das genannte 

is stationare Deckelelement (21) an seiner vorderen 
Kante mit einem zweiten VerschluBvorsprung (52a) 
versehen ist, der so ausgestaltet ist, daB er unter 
der genannten elastischen Verformung gelost wird. 

20 1 3. Behalter nach Anspruch 12, bei dem das genannte 
Niederdruckmittel (52) als ein Nlederdruckelement 
(52A) separat von dem genannten stationaren Dek- 
kelelement (21) geformt und das genannte Nieder- 
druckelement (52A) von dem genannten stationa- 

25 ren Deckelelement (21) getragen wird und an sei- 
nem frelen Ende mit dem genannten zweiten Ver- 
schluBvorsprung (55) versehen ist. 

1 4. Behalter nach einem der vorherigen Anspruche, bei 
30 dem der genannte elastische Streifen (50) selektiv 
aus einem beliebigen Gummi- Oder Kunstharzma- 
terial hergestellt wird. 



35 Revindications 

1. Un recipient pour serviettes mouillees englobant : 

un corps de recipient (11) ayant une premiere 

40 ouverture (1 1 a) sur I'une de ses faces superieu- 

res, ouverture a travers laquelle une pile de ser- 
viettes mouillees (41) est tassee a I'interieur ; 
un element de couvercle stationnaire (21) qui 
englobe une peripheric ext6rleure (34) adaptee 

45 sur ladite premiere ouverture (11a), une pre- 

miere region de surface superieure (33) delimi- 
tee par ladite peripheric exterieure (34) et un 
premier bord peripherique (28), une seconde 
region de surface superieure (27) delimitee par 

so (edit premier bord peripherique (28) et une se- 

conde ouverture (24) formee dans ladite secon- 
de region de surface superieure (27) sensible- 
ment en une zone centrale de celle-ci, a travers 
laquelle des.se rviettes mouillees (41) sont 

55 extraites ; 

un element de couvercle mobile (23) englobant 
un second bord peripherique (23a) qui fait 
saiilie depuis une surface Interieure de cetui-ci 
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de facon a s'adapter sur ledit element de cou- 
vercle statlonnaire (21) alin de delimiter un es- 
pace entre ladite seconde region de surface su- 
perieure (27) dudit element de couvercle sta- 
tionnaire (21) et ladite surface interieure dudlt « 
element de couvercle mobile (23), ayant des 
bords anterieur et posterieur mutuellement es- 
paces et etant attaches de maniere articuiee 
audit element de couvercle statlonnaire (21 ) ; 
ledit corps de recipient (11), ledit element de to 
couvercle stationnaire (21) et ledit element de 
couvercle mobile (23) etant chacun moule a 
partir d*une resine synthetique approprlee ; et 

caracterise en ce que : 15 

ladite peripheric exterleure (34) dudlt element 
de couvercle stationnaire (21 ) est une periphe- 
ric verrouillabie adaptee pour reposer de ma- 
niere amovible et etanche sur ladite premiere 20 
ouverture (11a) ; 

ledit premier bord peri phe rique (28) est dote de 
bords anterieur, posterieur (34a) et iateraux 
mutuellement ecartes et ledit element de cou- 
vercle mobile (23) est articuie sur ledit element « 
de couvercle stationnaire (21 ) a proximite dudit 
bord posterieur (34a), ledit second bord peri- 
phe rique (23a) etant adapte pour s'adapter sur 
ledit premier bord peripherique (28) ; 
une bande elastique (50) reallsee en un mate- & 
riau non metal lique qui rappelle normalement 
ledit element de couvercle mobile (23) pour 
I'ouverture, s'etend en travers dudit bord pos- 
terieur (34a) desdits elements de couvercle 
stationnaire et mobile (21,23) et est malntenu 35 
entre ladite seconde region de surface supe- 
rieure (27) et ladite surface Interieure dudit ele- 
ment a couvercle mobile (23) de f agon telle que 
ladite bande elastique (50) est au moins par- 
tiellement Jncurvee et chargee d\jne energie *o 
elastique au sein dudit espace lorsque ledit ele- 
ment de couvercle mobile (23) est ferme ; 
une saillie de verrouiilage (32) est prevue sur 
au moins Tun desdits bords anterieurs desdits 
elements de couvercle stationnaire et mobile *s 
(21 ,23) mutuellement opposes lors de la ferme- 
ture dudit element de couvercle mobile (23) de 
facon a pouvoir etre mutuellement mis en prise 
de facon detachable ; et 

ladite premiere region de surface superieure so 
(33) est dotee, a proximite de ladite saillie de 
verrouiilage (32), d'un moyen de depression 
deformable elastiquement (52) qui sert a liberer 
ladite prise de ladite saillie de verrouiilage (32). 

55 

Un recipient selon la Revendication 1, dans lequel 
ledit element de couvercle stationnaire (21 ) est rea- 
lise en un materiau ayant une deformabilite elasti- 



que superieure a celle du materiau qui constitue le- 
dit element de couvercle mobile (23). 

3. Un recipient selon la Revendication 1 ou 2, dans 
lequel Pun au moins desdits moyens da depression 
(52) et une region a proximite desdits moyens de 
depression (52) sont formes dune facon telle a etre 
deformes elastiquement plus facilement que le res- 
te dudlt element de couvercle stationnaire (21). 

4. Un recipient selon la Revendication 3, dans lequel 
lesdites parties formees pour etre deformees elas- 
tiquement plus facilement que le reste sont facon- 
nees pour etre plus minces qu'au moins le reste du- 
dit element de couvercle stationnaire (21). 

5. Un recipient selon la Revendication 1, 2, 3 ou 4, 
dans lequel ladite bande elastique (50) a une extre- 
mite fixee sur Tun desdits element de couvercle sta- 
tionnaire (21) et element de couvercle mobile (23) 
et ladite extremite est a une distance predeterminee 
de ladite parte articuiee vers ledit bord anterieur du- 
dit element de couvercle (21,23) auquel ladite ex- 
tremite est fixee. 

6. Un recipient selon la Revendication 5, dans lequel 
ladite extremite fixe de ladite bande elastique (50) 
est fixee par des moyens de retenue qui engtobent 
une plaque de couverture (65) prevue integrale- 
ment avec ledit element de couvercle (21 ou 23) de 
maniere a recouvrir ladite extremite fixe. 

7. Un recipient selon la-Revendication 5, dans lequel 
une saillie (51 a) est prevue sur ledit element de cou- 
vercle (21 ou 23) auquel ladite extremite est fixee, 
et une ouverture (50a) est formee dans ladite extre- 
mite fixe de maniere a recevoir ladite saillie (51a). 

8. Un recipient selon la Revendication 5, 6 ou 7, dans 
lequel ladite bande elastique (50) est formee pour 
etre allongee et ayant ladite extremite fixe et une 
extremite fibre mutuellement opposees en sens lon- 
gitudinal de facon telle que ladite extremite fixe est 
fixee sur une surface interieure dudit element de 
couvercle mobile (23) tandis que ladite extremite li- 
bre porta centre ladite seconde region de surface 
superieure (27) sans etre fixee sur celle-ci. 

9. Un recipient selon la Revendication 8, dans lequel 
ladite seconde region de surface superieure (27) 
est prevue sur une position a taquelle ladite extre- 
mite libre de ladite bande elastique (50) porte centre 
ladite seconde region de surface superieure (27) 
avec un premier evidement (23b) qui sert a recevoir 
et a supporter ladite extremite libra et, entre ledit 
premier evidement (23b) et ladite seconde ouvertu- 
re (24) avec un second evidement (27a) qui sert a 
recevoir une partie incurvee intermediate tongitu- 
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dinate de ladite bande elastlque (50) lorsque ledit 
element de couvercle mobile (23) est ferme. 

10. Un recipient selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tlons prec6dentes, dans lequel ladite seconde re- $ 
glon de surface superieure (27) est plus basse que 
ladite premiere region de surface superieure et est 
formee sensiblement en une zone centrale de celte- 

ci avec une troisieme region de surface superieure 
delimitee par un Uoisieme bord peripherlque (29), 
ladtte trolsieme region de surface superieure etant 
plus basse que ladite seconde region de surface su- 
perieure (27), et ladite troisieme region de surface 
superieure est dotee, sensiblement en une zone 
centrale de celle-cl, de ladite seconde ouverture « 
(24). 

11 . Un recipient selon la Revendfcation 1 0, dans lequel 
ledit eiementde couvercle mobile (23) est forme sur 
une surface interieure de celui-ci avec une paroi an- & 
nulaire (35) adaptee pour s'adapter sur (edit troisie- 
me bord peripherique (29). 

12. Un recipient selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions prdcedentes, dans lequel ledit element de 25 
couvercle mobile (23) est dote, sur son bord ante- 
rieur, de ladite saillie de verrouillage (32) comme 
premiere saillie de verrouillage (32) tandis que ledit 
element de couvercle stationnaire (21) est forme 

sur son bord anterieur avec une seconde saillie de 30 
verrouillage (52a) adaptee pour etre liberee sous 
ladite deformation eiastique. 

13. Un recipient selon la Revendication 12, dans lequel 
lesdits moyens de depression (52) sont moules 35 
comme un element depresseur (52A) separement 
relativement audit element de couvercle stationnai- 
re (21) et ledit element d£presseur (52A) est sup- 
ports par ledit element de couvercle stationnaire 

(21 ) et forme sur une extremite libre de celul-ci avec *o 
ladite seconde saillie de verrouillage (55). 

14. Un recipient selon I'une quelconque des revendlca- 
tions pr6cedentes, dans lequel ladite bande eiasti- 
que (50) est realisee seiectivement a partJr d*un 
quelconque materiau en caoutchouc ou en r6sine 
synthetique. 
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